
addi ¦! huskily. "You're a Princess, if ever one live li
He ounded the lighl in her frank brown eyes, finding
then nothingbul thetruth. "Goodby,"hemurrnured.
"God keep you as you an !"

AND Thurlcy al down when thc door had do ed,
wondcring al il all. She was there when Alii e en«

tercd, exciti by new cv<
"The hike has been here for nearly fifteen minul !"

sl,.' said. "And now here's tii" Baron and Wcnck!"
¦¦ know," aid the " Prim ." miling faintly. "I

wroti an .' ked them to comc."
.(,,,.! Lord!" tid Alicc. "Talk aboul thc Sphinx!

I just saw number two go oul A< ton. ol course, and
kmking more as if he ha 1 found him lt than I think I
¦omel .'. expei ted."

'.():,, I'm glad!" said Thurlcy honestly. "That
make mc very happ

Alice looked her puzzlcmcnt. After all her hopea,
Ihe wa nearly convinccd that Gaillard till po ¦¦ ed
the girl' rcal heart, in piteofall thal liad liappened.
"'I'lii' Duke is wearing oul hi hoes, his pockets, and
his intellect," hi l< I in her eustomary spirit. "Will
you have him in with ;.i tamcr, or alone?"

Thuriey smiled a little wearily. "Hc probably pre-
fer to ome alone, like all I thcr ."
"You poor dear child!" aid Alii c, and klsscd her in

ajrn pathy and li >\ e.

Chaptcr XLVIII. A Climax

"pilK omething boyishly honcsl in thc Duke a
*¦ charming quality thal Thuriey had previously en-

joyed !" el her now as >he faced him candidly, re-
¦olved to win him to thc plan thal shc fi lt woul make
for the happim >ofall. He wa dn cd as Colonel ol
¦. Baron s Kcgimcnl von Seydlitz,and wa plendid
and good tosee. She found t ic matter difficult, in the
.i,' of hi repeated proti tation thal he would nol
return to Ileri rithoul her and thal Kingdoms
arere hateful in hi

.. Y< .. .-I n'l bei n f in." iling to
t.i'. iway l "Whei knew I wa n<
Princi , bul thc mere I no-one in Amcrii a, yi u ti

¦ ii 11 mcl your fiam ec and
i. me think l 'I Vou'll
adi it to i now l ou kro a il all from the fu ?

ll. ii.. ld< !. "And tiiat I was your slave al ". from
th<
Shc laughed al gi ity. "Bul nobody a'anl a

Bttli chcat.'
"It i true; yet evi rj body wants a little Prin
" Bul I'm H"''"
" Bul "i an !"
"< Ih, ¦'¦. ing ui h a 1"' "t" time!" sh I.

"I "i t know Iol tii.- way you are trcat-
ing !'. I'hirvinia! I know thal deep in your h< art
ol oui .¦ of duty to your country crie outas
I.,'., cnuld m er cr>*. that you know you mu I go, and
you ai h togo and take thc Prim e with you as yourbi lu! I houldn't like you in the least if you werc any
other way. And you wanl me i" like you a little?"

"ii t," ! "i I...'..!" he answered, aa only a tragic
youth may an wer. "Bul urcly you can like me a
little for my clf?"
She a uch in earncst. " Not a particlc if you

abandon vour aftiunccd Prince :, your distracted King-
dom, or the nobler df I wi h to mm h t" admire."

.. Bul when I lovc you!" he protc ted. "ls that
.;... ing?"
"Nn," shc laughed;"it'sa nui ancc tn eveiyonc l>ut

me. Bul ihe lovi ol a man whode en hi icountrj and
ln honoi Oh!"

Hi 'ii '¦ of hamc, only a little nareotized by the
brillian and app nl her beauty, ti nggled in hi i

"Bul I': in< I um helple ," hc det lared.
Whai i 1 do.'"

ind .mi .'. ."" «lh .." he an wercd reatlily.
'Prm ise you'll make your genuine Prince happy,
and erve your land, and lel me all the Baron ln re and
tell ;reatly I admin ou."

Baron?" he < "Hc is nol hen ?"
"Ol " ii aid Thurlcy. "I wrotc him to comc.

I'll i. him n<.¦..
II: cntuncc <'..i ii'A er c< »mpli ted.

A .I.Aki: i.i blinding lighl thal penetratcd the win-
**¦ dow' thi< ke t urtain Ha hed from without, in the
snowljound park. A tcrrifying dctnnation, shattcring
j- in ra king thc hou i. in tantlj followcd, with a
|ai md a if of s< »mc world di aster. Shrick
and 'I'.i'ii from the avenue, ome nne's cry within the
buil ling, and a ln n* dli j alarm an e
i.M thc "iid ..I lnll that followed the thud and impact

explo i"ii.

I'hen thi <\^«'V was Hung open and Alice was there,
wild ¦¦. d and ga ping, hnrrili d b) thc drea Iful things

had fulh expei ¦> 1 to di over m the room where
I nl. v hail li-'.-n l< ft.
"iX-ai ;.' ih .!. "1 hank < kxl! I thoui "

" Karl!" cried thc voice of the Baron al her heel , and
be ran in after Alice, .. curtain u he thal here n
i"":" .i d\ namite liomb ha«l been fin I.
"Whal ara it?" cried Thurlcy,abruptlypo v ed of

.il thal eerra d to casl lu r ba k to hei re< <'nt
an peril " Whal ha happencd?"

"( Hi, I tii..in:lit I hnuld die !- fore I ould reai h the
door!" n Alu ¦. pali and f< irfullj haki n.

" lt mu t
I. I- n out ii
The Baron h ul ha t< m al ow e t" a window.

\\ ii in tantlj >i !. re«l mil ide to >¦ n hat
I 1" d"!i.

"Aii, in thc park!" aid II enormou Ij re>
li. vi I. ind ihe nthi li '¦ ru tn e

Acrowd linl trcetl* Inw with pn >mpt*
ii. trulj amazing. A swantung. excitud tna "i !».-

ings it. waa, with men »wiftlvrunningfrora Jl Urectiona,
and cah mtom ibiles, and buases congregating in the
dark, onge ted throng.

i- waa all half iighted only, by the street I impsgleam-
ing through the trees. ln the snow ol the park the con«

gre had il center, ;¦.) I Wen< k, e caping fr >m the tur>
gid j!-. of h ing .- hastening back to report."Pelevin!" he said to his chiei at once, an i Tl url /
nearly ank tood.
Someway, iture, with a gas-pipe engjne of

rli ith ind I- truction in his hand, had exploded his hor-
rible implemenl prematurely, there at the waH "f the
frozen park, on his way to cross the avenue and enter
Alici ¦.¦:'-ut.

The Duke was eray as a¦'.. -. "My God! what I
should bring on this house!" he aid, and Thurley,
dimly hearing, under
They were ipared a detailed a< ouni of the mangled

form acro the crowded thoroughfare; but of fnght
they could nol be relieved. The Baron, the Duke, and
Wenck a* length departed, Karl-Wilhelm matured in

manhood and rcsolution udd< nly, by the >h k to
his nerves and hi

l|. -i '. -:;t- time for one long look of gravity into
Thurley's eyes, whil her fe irl rnel his own.
"You had alrcady taughl me my duty, believe me,"
gaid, his trangely h irdened to thal of a man.

" I
tru I ihall always merit a little of your admiration--
Princess Thurley. He raiscd her hand to his lips,
kisscd it reverently, and rt trcated back i ird from the
room.

T ATE thal night, when Thurley look lown on the
*- avenue and park, at lasl once moi l, only a

greal gaping ontice, where snow and earth and ro k
had been, marked the spol of Pelevin's lasl ventui
Then Alicc eame in, ang, dressed for
retirii > disturbed for b l,

"IX-ar chil id
her "Princess" in herarms. "Xomoreof my 'in-

¦. I ri lea <. y iu from c\<:y single pi
ise!"

al her un i I :'

that, the game beii I
an return whence she \t

" N-. more? lid. " Y« >u « >n'l need me any
longi
"For Heavcn' ake, IX'an n?" de-

manded Aliee, ecjually disturUl. "\ xl you? ln w?r
need m o much in all my life! I simply in-
tru led to rclea .>. you from all tl I

ted! I realize thedangersl have plunged you in.
1 realize now ielfish I shoul 1 be, after all y..;i'-.
gone, to deny you the dightcsl peck of happin
That's all. lt' you wi h to marry Ai ton Gaillai

"Alice!" cricd rhurley, all but ready to laugh,
the tragic outcome of the evening. "Marry A ton
Gaillanl!"
"You lenl him your money, an i
"i >h, I'll gei n ..ll bai k and n turn it I

interrupted Thurley, who had troublc 1 h t" min 1 with-
oul respite over all the thinga she liad done. " I 'ii In't
realize il a*a nol really mine to give. I wanted him '<>

beal the Counl and he did! I acted impulavely, of
course, I know; bul I'll »urely restoreevery cenl I used
and "

"Thurley Ruxton, a-hal are ymi talking i''<\". you
¦^illv little thing?" demand 1 Ali e, un fe to lei
eontinuc further. "That money was much
your as the hair of your head. You ought to be spanl l,
to trcal me »!" Bul with tearsin he%eyes she ekispthe girl again I her breasl an itrained her there ¦-.

.ill Ihi trength. "You know thal I love you. N'<.:i
knoa I aptirovi of every in rlc thinj .:.

al lt t! lt you wish to marry Mr. llaillard, I know
»meway he mu il be plendi l!"

"Bul I don't," obje te 1 rhurl y. " I tlon'l
you ighl I ..ul l!"

Alii e pu ;inl herself away an l lookttl
the eyes.

" I'm a kitten under nine daj old," he u I.
" M i. '..¦ you'd rather nol mai ry anyone al

rhurl nly critn ione l; bul light in hrr
eyi m n ascd. I admil il w«i il i have h n awi

¦.. ¦' to I R »bli a k m ri ling thal m irning in ,;i
now," she said; "bul I « inl l to k p promi ¦<¦

to you."
Aliee's eyes were abruptly brimming. "Youpuordear, darling little girl!" ihe iai I. attempting to laiibut ai'hieving omething nearer to a -"¦>. "Letmecall

liiui up ..ti ihe 'ph<me.
Chapter XI.IX. A Tryating Plaec
TTHE .¦ pl one wa nol di turbcd .\

mere metal wirc ha fretjuently warmwland ttn
al the voiee ol Cupid, specding down r 1. ngth; bulurley had pkms thal were all her own, as well as anumUi ..I things to ...v, thal took noaccounl ol ii
n"n! tha' " :i lei 'ii tan< e lietween the pnn. in (|

tory. ''

Somctime late thal Priday nighl Gotham a«ch inged. A warm wind, drifting .. tropieal tempifn»m rampa to the bleaknes ..| \, u Rngland wi ipiHtl'11 " world -I Manhattan in il volup -.',>,ati'l mi. li.-.l the now iiutn u l.m.
Themorning broke with er) talck-arm the un ,11

p*l "'.' turquoi .- ky, and the ummen bnvze nowangmdly puffing al eddying pools ol meitiil snoa t, 11thei witln red and floated away.rhetailj ni... ... ,,|| the im .1..: morning m lupulied
¦- Lity news,KMHTs. Their accounts <»| the end oi"".m^rHble Pelevin. alm«*il unanimoush promamml¦' IU"," ",..!,,, ¦:-. W .oscplol lia.l .,,,,,..!.. -, .,,

'i;;^,; 'u"! '" reawaken fears alrcadj uftkienUy
l!:' «t«»i»»tentiveol joysandhopeswherealarnis

hun l bul tmporary lodgn nt. Thu
too full of her owi

large r om for di
I the m< rning ii

fevers and doubts concerned .'
verant. Bul ming on Aii e foi eaai
mouslj ustaining; for Alia II

.'¦'.¦

d momi nt 1
was .ir two in.

.. pi it aJled you up to reli i I i
miscon eption straight
lo in, you know, rrf thii .

l-iil ? Il .¦ thepreti I'-
for an age. Yea, Il floon rtan
lyzed it s reci| '¦.¦ a million volifra
tiairpin. So-, I'U tell vou all ibout ii wbj Pl

inl >i' you di licatcly,
¦.'. .. luelcn them both.Y.*:.:¦
j ou' I like to knoa rhere to find her. N l' i
'l don'l know exai tly wh< n '.
.'..- par!
some wondi rfully romantic spoi

ristoned ... ..

mortal coul
Roblcj !" Bul thei

T'HURLEY, al ilittlepast1 |oneon I particular bei
ipii '. when all the world, thouj

itumn gold and m
,'.. perspe ti

.: ie.
To I ly th< Iiqu< ly slai

in I "ii grass downbeaten ai
.i ¦.'.. as well ason roads 1itsof l

park unfavon by the pomp ind g
practic dly deserted. Yet glc

nt lighl med beckonii
an 1, tl ¦¦:.: still had ul

vith all her hopes, the pi
fiel'l f fl iwers and rills ..

A plump gray squirrel, brigl
.....

came inquiringly up, to
!l

his tuiy paws in ;!:'. mufl
an ! fiirting

II rhurley. "lt" I
p inul

II hungn little visitor !¦ ..

fearl up to a k aci
little nose against i

Icaped again to the eai wi
he ti" >k up a sean h foi
rley had turned to wal

tant purring of a mi itoi
Stuj round 1

rrisi

HPHK colorleapt ItoThui
A b «sed upwai
halteil and Stuj vi ml rosc to v:'

...

¦¦< >h,don'l try ..'¦.¦:.
immediatcly uppi 11

an 1 r.m a little toward thc >..:¦. Pl
ling more!"

He laughed, d< pil
l>i"iM-t, alighting quiti inl

Shc -!"" ! in the road t«
'¦..,! ;,.k. ... .>;.

IMJ»rt ot thn
:' i."
"Bul they i
.¦

ing."
II it her and leaned a

Uux ¦.'.

tcnsely scriuu ..
" I think 1 havi

time conccrning a
inl, i rroi I

Gaillard and her loan. "I hnpc
umc nn.il understandinj

Hi e imi
he hatl in >tantl> con« <a\spinl she hatl m >tantl> cont <-w

co il 1 onlj infer thal he hatl ixina u|
ti"1. altogethcr plca ant.
i cive you for a moment," -!u- aid. I

II you i ven tl ing
"

-

I

.'

i

l hiive

Her irt wa kii \
ii li]

.. i ii ,»-....¦..,... ... ,,.. ..


